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They’re bringing drugs, they’re bringing crime. They’re
rapists… .” Liberal America just blew a gasket. Everybody
piled on him for his political incorrectness. I saw him make
that comment on television while sitting in the bedroom with
my wife.

“He’s finished now,” she said, as did so many.
“I don’t know,” I said. “A lot of Americans just don’t like

Mexicans.”
A week later, jaws dropped when national polls showed

Trump leading in popularity after the Mexican quip. Then, in
rapid succession, there were all of his other blasts against (pick
anybody or anything). After each denouncing salvo was fired,
his poll numbers went up. He became the center of attention
within a week. Marco who? Ted who? Jeb who? All the media
talked about was Donald Trump, the billionaire, casino
owner, reality television star, and general Prince of Bombast.
Because of relentless, non-stop television press coverage, late
night comedians said that now everybody was watching the
Donald Trump Show.

The experts in the media, and there are thousands of
them, said he would never last. These are the same people who
did not think Lady Gaga would last and that nobody would
watch the Kardashians on television. These are the same people
who bet heavily against the Mets ever making the World Series.
The media experts all said that The Donald’s non-stop mouth
would sink him. He did not know how to give speeches; he just
hurled insults. He did not know how to run a campaign. He
did not know how to raise money, put together a staff, engineer
primary victories or talk to voters. He did not know how to do
this or do that. He was an inexperienced, untalented shooting
star. He and his fiery orange hair would never last.

They both did. Why?
1. He is an “outsider.” Americans have sought the beloved

“outsider” since that noted outsider, the farmer from
Virginia, George Washington, ran in 1789. How about rail
splitter Abraham Lincoln, college professor Woodrow
Wilson, general Dwight Eisenhower, peanut farmer Jimmy
Carter, actor Ronald Reagan? The public wants to get rid of
the establishment that has failed in its efforts to run the
country efficiently and embrace the latest “outsider.”

2. He is a businessman. We are finally creeping out of the
2008 recession that crippled the country. All the govern-
ment does is lose money, people say. Trump is a business-
man who made nearly $10 billion. His supporters think he
can fix the economy of the country.

3. He is not a politician. Anyone who is simply “not a politi-
cian” enjoys a huge poll boost on day one of his or her
campaign. Trump will not wind up hog-tied in red tape in
the halls of Congress. Since he is “not a politician” he can

get things done without sinking in the political quicksand
of Capitol Hill.

4. He speaks his mind. Now, everybody speaks his or her
mind, but when The Donald speaks his mind, he speaks his
mind. People like that.

5. Finally, he embraces Richard Nixon’s Great Silent Majority.
Remember them? The Silent Majority’s children now vote.
They, like their parents, are furious about the failures of the
country, genuinely annoyed at  the crooked path the nation
is taking and want a man who has the nerve to say what
they want to say but cannot. Trump does that. The mem-
bers of the Great Silent Majority cannot publicly denounce
any ethnic group because of today’s runaway political cor-
rectness. Trump can. Remember his proposed ban on the
Muslims? That was the last straw, the media experts said.
HMu
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took the old Commodore Hotel on 42d Street and turned it
into the lavish Grand Hyatt. He started the Trump
Organization. He plunged into Atlantic City in the 1980s and
at one point owned three casinos. Along the way he started an
airline and bought, and sold, a 280 foot luxury yacht.  He
completed Trump Tower, the famous mid-town office and resi-
dential building in 2001. He was the host of The Apprentice
reality television show (“You’re fired!”) and had his name put
on a number of golf courses, food items, and building com-
plexes. He hosted The Apprentice for 14 seasons from 2004 to
2015 and that brought him much fame. Throughout all of
these years some of his companies went into bankruptcy, some
were discontinued, and some came under fire from the federal
government. By 2015, though, despite financial setbacks and
investigations, he was worth over $8 billion. He had put
together quite a career.  

He drew substantial headlines for his business triumphs
and even larger ones for his marital woes.  fipul 
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Towards the end of December, Jeb Bush shook his head
when talking about Trump and said, “Donald Trump is a chaos
candidate and he would be a chaos President.”22 To defend
themselves, other Republicans began to engage in name calling,
too. Jeb Bush, wounded so often by Trump’s sharp barbs, fired
s
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There was no let up. No matter what he said and no matter
how nasty his attacks became, his poll numbers remained high
or climbed even higher.

The establishment wing of the Republican Party cam-
paigned against him to the last minute. In the Republican
response to the president’s State of the Union address on
January 12, South Carolina Republican governor Nikki Haley,
a rising GOP star, slammed Trump. “Today we live in a time
of threats like few others in recent memory. During anxious
times, it can be tempting to follow the siren call of the angriest
voices. We must resist that temptation. No one who is willing
to work hard, abide by our laws and love our traditions should
ever feel unwelcome in our country,” Haley said.30

Trump of course, slammed Governor Haley right back.
Of her charges that he was an angry voice, he snorted, “I am!
I am very angry because I hate what’s happening to my country,”
he said. 31

All agreed that Haley’s comments were a direct attack on
Trump on the part of the party hierarchy, although
Republican leaders denied it. “Haley did it in a big, public
way,” said NBC News political editor John Dickerson.32

And then, just a few days laterrer  t  a t en 
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